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Purpose of Position:
The Health Educator role will focus on health promotion, illness prevention and chronic disease management programs and services in the community.  The Health Educator will work with other members of the Family Health Team to ensure that all residents of the community are aware of the importance of health promotion activities such as healthy lifestyles, nutrition, exercise, risk avoidance, health screening and immunization.  The Health Educator will work closely with other agencies in the community such as the Public Health Unit, educational facilities and community agencies to ensure that public education programs are developed.
Qualifications:
· University or community college education, specialized in community education, health promotion, adult education, marketing, communications or community engagement
· Practical experience in the development of community health education programs

· Background in nursing, education, social work, physiotherapy or other allied health professions is preferred

· Knowledge of chronic disease management strategies and familiarity with Muskoka/Cottage Country region is advantageous
· Evidence of experience in individual and group teaching skills
· Leadership and decision-making skills
· Superior interpersonal, communication and organizational skills
Role & Responsibilities:

Reporting to a Primary Care Team Physician, you will:


Clinical:

· Work closely with other members of the Family Health Team (FHT) to ensure that all patients are screened for their level of understanding about their disease or health condition and the benefits of education

· In conjunction with other FHT members, identify chronic disease management priorities in areas such as diabetes, cardiac care, cancer, immunization, nutrition, respiratory disease, arthritis,etc.

· Develop specific education programs using the clinical expertise of family physicians, nurse practitioners, primary care nurses, dietitians, mental health workers and other clinical staff to ensure that patient education focuses on patient care needs

Assessment:

· Develop health assessment programs to assess the level of understanding by patients of their illness or health condition
· Develop comprehensive patient and public education programs that focus on the education of targeted groups of patients about their illness or disease
Treatment/Management:

· Work with other members of the FHT to ensure that all patients are able to access information related to their illness or health condition
· Identify education resources including, but not limited to, internet-based tools, brochures, videos, lectures

· Ensure that all FHT members are aware of the educational resources that are available to patients/clients

· Develop follow up programs and services to ensure that patients are provided with educational materials 

Education/Advocacy:

· Develop programs and services that focus on healthy lifestyles and healthy living, ensuring that current community resources are not duplicated
· Assist individual patients and groups of patients in accessing current health education programs and services in south Muskoka

· Work with existing community groups such as Public Health Unit, educational facilities, Cancer Society, Mental Health to coordinate the delivery of public education programs and services

· Advocate for the expansion of health education programs for high risk patients and for the promotion of health lifestyles

· Advocate for patients and groups of patients who encounter difficulties in accessing health education programs and services

