Ontario
Health

Memo Date: March 24, 2025

To: Ontario cervical screening and colposcopy providers

From: Ontario Health (Cancer Care Ontario)

Re: Important reminders about human papillomavirus (HPV) testing in the Ontario

Cervical Screening Program (OCSP)

Human papillomavirus (HPV) testing was introduced in the Ontario Cervical Screening Program
(OCSP) on March 3, 2025. The purpose of this communication is to review:

e Reminders about sample collection and ordering to minimize specimen rejections and ensure
accurate clinical management recommendations and correspondence

e Guidelines on how to manage patients as they transition from cytology to HPV-based testing

Reminders about sample collection and ordering in the OCSP:

device leftin
vial

devices (i.e., broom
head, brush or spatula)
left in the collection vial
will be rejected for
testing by the lab.

collection device in the
vial.

Issue Impact Action requested Additional information
Incorrect The lab will apply a Contact your lab as soon Requests must be submitted on
requisition default average risk test | as possible if you have the new OCSP requisitions
used indication (will note on submitted an incorrect available on the HPV testing
the report) if they are requisition or a requisition implementation resource hub at
OR not able to confirm this | with missing information. ontariohealth.ca/hpvhub and
information with the may also be available through
Missing or provider. Confirm the appropriate your electronic medical record
incomplete action required based on vendor.
test The action required in your patient’s last
indication the provider reportand | screening test result if you For more information on how a
in the participant’s receive a report that notes | default testindication impacts
result letter may be a default test indication patient management, see
inaccurate. has been applied. question 33 in the HPV Testing
Frequently Asked Questions.
Collection Specimens with Do not leave any part of a Step-by-step guidance on how to

collect a cervical specimen using
the ThinPrep® system is available
on the HPV testing
implementation resource hub at
ontariohealth.ca/hpvhub.

Page 1 of 2



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontariohealth.ca%2Fhpvhub&data=05%7C02%7Cshannon.elliot%40ontariohealth.ca%7C5d49d519e5074dd0160b08dd61c2a50c%7C4ef96c5cd83f466ba478816a5bb4af62%7C0%7C0%7C638774210803967432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SKRvCTFoKERitRNzCRo0KObuaYOincy0bpF8MZ2vFEw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cancercareontario.ca/sites/ccocancercare/files/assets/HPV-Testing-FAQs.pdf
https://www.cancercareontario.ca/sites/ccocancercare/files/assets/How-to-Collect-a-Cervical-Sample-EN.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontariohealth.ca%2Fhpvhub&data=05%7C02%7Cshannon.elliot%40ontariohealth.ca%7C5d49d519e5074dd0160b08dd61c2a50c%7C4ef96c5cd83f466ba478816a5bb4af62%7C0%7C0%7C638774210803967432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SKRvCTFoKERitRNzCRo0KObuaYOincy0bpF8MZ2vFEw%3D&reserved=0

Managing patients during the transition from cytology to HPV-based testing:

Patients should be screened with the new cervical screening test when they are next due based on
their last cytology result and the OCSP cytology-based guidelines.

Patient screening result
history

When to test next

Test indication on new HPV OCSP
requisitions

e History of normal cytology
results only

e Returned to average risk
screening after a low-grade
cytology result

e Immunocompetent:
Screenin 3years

e Immunocompromised:
Screenin 1year

e Average risk screening: every 5 years

e Immunocompromised screening:
every 3 years

e First-time ASCUS/LSIL cytology
result

o ASCUS/LSIL cytology result
followed by a normal cytology

Screenin 1year

HPV-positive (other high-risk types)
with normal or low-grade
(NILM/ASCUS/LSIL) cytology: 2-year
follow-up (moderate risk)

Screening annually after
discharge from colposcopy with
persistent low-grade cytology or
an HPV-positive test result

Screenin 1year

HPV-positive (other high-risk types)
with normal or low-grade
(NILM/ASCUS/LSIL) cytology: 2-year
follow-up (moderate risk)

People who meet criteria to
return to average risk screening
after discharge from colposcopy

e Immunocompetent:
Screenin 3years

e Immunocompromised:
Screenin 1year

o Average risk screening: every 5 years

e Immunocompromised screening:
every 3 years

People with histologic evidence
of dysplasia in the cervix at the
time of hysterectomy that require
avaginal vault test

Screen 6 to 12 months post-
hysterectomy

People with histologic evidence of
dysplasia in the cervix at the time of
hysterectomy and people with a
history of early cervical cancer: 1-time
post-hysterectomy vaginal vault
testing

People in colposcopy who have
not been treated

Review the OCSP
colposcopy pathways at
ontariohealth.ca/hpvhub for
recommended co-test
timing

Co-testing 12 months after initial
colposcopy where high-grade
squamous intraepithelial (HSIL) lesion
was not detected.

People in colposcopy who have
been treated

Review the OCSP
colposcopy pathways at
ontariohealth.ca/hpvhub for
recommended co-test
timing

Co-testing during post-treatment
follow-up for HSIL or adenocarcinoma
in situ (AIS)

Please refer to questions #31-#38 in the HPV Testing Frequently Asked Questions document for
more information on transitional guidance on the HPV testing implementation resource hub at

ontariohealth.ca/hpvhub.

If you have any questions, please contact Ontario Health at cancerinfo@ontariohealth.ca
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https://www.cancercareontario.ca/en/guidelines-advice/cancer-continuum/screening/hpv-hub
https://www.cancercareontario.ca/en/guidelines-advice/cancer-continuum/screening/hpv-hub
https://www.cancercareontario.ca/sites/ccocancercare/files/assets/HPV-Testing-FAQs.pdf
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cancercareontario.ca%2Fen%2Fguidelines-advice%2Fcancer-continuum%2Fscreening%2Fhpv-hub&data=05%7C02%7Cjustine.wallace%40ontariohealth.ca%7C22e8750d99b34c79775308dd6172bd2b%7C4ef96c5cd83f466ba478816a5bb4af62%7C0%7C0%7C638773867604905711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JNQrmWIELIJENd%2Bd0K7y3wCC2hhMhBb80yOij9Y004M%3D&reserved=0
mailto:cancerinfo@ontariohealth.ca

