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TEMAGAMI n_r The Hm.%m.ei Family
Health Team (TFHT) has announced it is
now offering a new medical service to its
patients.

The intravenous (IV) iron infusion proce-
dure was performed for the very first time on
a patient in the clinic o:.mﬂuﬁacma 21.

An 1V iron infusion is @ procedure in which
iron is delivered into the body via a needle.

“The patient did very well and was happy
to have had the service available within her

community of Temgami without the need for |

travel,” said Temagami FHT executive di-
rector Ellen Ibey in an email message.

Prior to offefing the new service, Ibey
mentioned the team collaborated with The
Temiskaming Eowﬁm:.._.. “who graciously
provided training for the RmE s mmmm.mﬁaa
Practical Nurse.” :

Ibey said physicians normally prescribe
infusions to treat iron deficiency anemia.

It is also treated with dietary changes and
iron supplements that are taken in pill form.

ily

She AEn in some cases doctors may rec-
ommend iron infusions instead.

Patients may require IV iron infusion if
they cannot take iron by mouth, or cannot
absorb iron through the gut. Other circum-
stances include if blood loss is high and they
can’t absorb enough iron, or they need to
in¢rease their iron levels fast to avoid other
medical complications or a Eooa transfu-
sion. %

Ibey says her team will be ao_:w approxi-
mately 40-50 IV iron transfusions per year
in Temagami. .

“There are new E.omsm.uow guidelines ‘in
térms of hemoglobin, which has resulted in
an increased need for IV iron infusions. It is
also important to note that our clinic has put
safety protocols in place to make su
bring the safety mn_bam_dm of romm_
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She said the Hn:
with full resuscitation
emergency medication

gami clinic wm,apﬁvﬁma
nn_EﬁEmi and has
vailable tO use as

 part of their best practi€ emergency ana-
 phylaxis and adverse effectProtocol.

3& uw..anhﬁ:m Family Health Team performed its first IV iron
infusion on patient wﬁa Duggan in the clinic on September 21.
On the left is nurse praetitioner Nancy Presseault and on the right
is registered nurse praetitioner Chantal Dinel. (Supplied photo)
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