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Ontario College of Family Physicians

Congratulations to Drs. Will Ruddock, Carol Thomson, Shira Thomas, Steven Traplin, Cary Shafir and Sid Brodovsky for receiving the College of Family Physicians of Canada Aware of Excellence for their work with the Guelph MAiD Resource Group.  The group is recognized for collaborating and operationalizing a strong, sustainable MAiD process and structure in the Guelph community.  Addressing a unique community challenge, the group’s referral process ensures access to MAiD while keeping processes and administrations as simple as possible, further enabling compassionate care for patients and their families.

The OCFP Awards recognize family physicians who demonstrate community and medical leadership, outstanding contributions in the profession, and exceptional teamwork in family medicine across the province.
Ontario Health Team Planning underway 

A key component of our Ontario Health Team is ensuring more health services are either based in or better connected to primary care.  The Proposal calls this Integrated Primary Care Teams (IPCT). There are workgroups focused on designing these teams; primary care guidance is essential for this work is to be successful.  To learn more contact michelle.smith@guelphfht.com
Ortho Referrals (System Coordinated Access) Update

The FHT is working with the LHIN and other stakeholders to flag concerns and improve the new System Coordinated Access process for Hips and Knees.  We have flagged concerns about wait times and learned current waits are as follows:

	Wait time 1a

Date of referral received by central intake to date of assessment by inter-professional assessor (for surgical and non-surgical patients)
	36.2 days

	Wait time 1b

Date of assessment by inter-professional assessor to date of first consultation with a surgical specialist (for surgical and non-surgical patients)
	86.4 days


Guelph FHT continues to work with those involved to be more responsive to the needs of our community.

ISAEC –Inter-professional Spine Assessment and Education Clinic Update 

Guelph FHT is working with local LHIN-funded staff responsible for this program. http://www.isaec.org/ 
25 Guelph Primary Care Providers have signed up for this service (including brief online training.)  Patients with low back pain are assessed by an Advanced Practice Provider (Chiro) and provided with a treatment plan and/or referral to specialist.  Referring Primary Care Providers are provided with details of the assessment and the treatment plan.  To learn more contact Matthew Mendes, Registered Kinesiologist with the FHT matthew.mendes@guelphfht.com 
Seasonal Surge 

Guelph FHT, in partnership with GGH and the LHIN has launched an education campaign reminding patients of their care options over the holiday season to free space in the Emergency Department at GGH.  Over the past month, GGH has had TWO Code Orange alerts – meaning no space anywhere in the hospital.  Our community’s capacity for seasonal surge is reducing year by year as the population grows (GGH ED was built for 40,000 patient visits and is currently at 60,000 annually.) Primary care practices’ support for this this strategy is critical.
Chronic Pain Clinic Update 

Guelph FHT Pain Clinic continues to operate with group classes at Shelldale Clinic and individual appointments at Westminster Woods and serving approx. 200 patients each year.  Program evaluation data show dramatic reduction in Pain Catastrophizing and patient-reported pain severity - http://ow.ly/OfQe50xwvdb.  The program will be adding pharmacy support to assist with medication management including opioid tapering.
Help Needed - St Joseph’s Chief of Staff - 
Dr. John Patkai is leaving in January.  St Joes will be without a Chief of Staff and MUST have this position.  It is 1-2 days per week and St Joes has indicated they will be as flexible as possible. To learn more contact David Wormald, CEO at david.wormald@sjhcg.ca. 
Physicians Accepting Patients?

Please let us know when you can take on some new patients.  There are still over 500 people waiting on the Health Care Connect list.  Health Care Connect call 1-888-883-3313.  Contact michelle.smith@guelphfht.com.
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